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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (Inc) 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible for Ordinary membership. 
Members of the Society include professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom 
receive the Society’s News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 


The aims of the Society are; 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identifiable Australian insect 
species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect species, 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in 
entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society’s meetings are held at Ounies Ross House, National Science Centre, 191 Royal 
Parade, Parkville, Victoria, at 8 p.m. on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. Lexrtures by guest speakers nr 
members are a feature of many meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal 
discussion between members with similar interests. Forums arc also conducted by members on 
their own particular interest so that others may participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member 
Country Member 
Student Member 
Associate Member 


$20.(X) 

$16.00 (Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 

$ 12.00 

$ S.OO (No News Bulletin) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail of the news bulletin. 
Associate Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an 
ordinary Member, do not automatically receive the Society’s publications but in all other 
respects rank as ordinary Members. 


Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration of Ogyris sp (?) ( Lake Douglas, nr Kalgoorlie, WA) by Jenny Browning. 


MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING, 16 APRIL 1993 
The President, R. Field, opened the meeting at 8.05pm. 

Present: P. Carwardine, K. Clark, D. Dobrosak, I. & M. Endersby, R. 

Field, P. Kelly, D. & J. Holmes,. M. Malipatil, T. New, M. 
Schutze, K. Walker. Visitors: J. Bunn, I. Frazer, J. Paroon, J. 
Rutherford. 

Apologies: A. & E. Farnworth. 

Minutes: Minutes of the February meeting (Wc. Ent. 23: 21-23) were 

received and passed. (New/Kelly). 

The President then introduced the guest speaker for the evening, Mr. Ian Endersby. Ian 
presented a fascinating talk, entitled "Insect Watching”, in which he spoke on the behaviour 
and life cycles of number of iiuects he had recorded around his local area. He stressed the 
importance of recording these observations as it is only through such a series of observations 
that patterns begin to emerge. Once the pattern become evident then questions follow which 
lead to further observations. Ian made the mistake of telling the Secretary not to minute one 
of his phrases so here it is: When referring to his daughter’s (Nancy) work on Psocoptera he 
quoted her as saying "I just rip the bums off and put them under the microscope!" Dr Tim 
New was the only taxonomist present with a similar predilection towards Psocoptera so he was 
called to proposed a vote a thanks to the speaker. 


Correspondence: Detailed. Received (Carwardine/Kelly) 

Treasurer’s Report: Ian Endersby tabled his report inclusive to the 16 April 1993. 


General Account 

SBV Bank Account $3105 
Term Deposit due 

24.11.97 $200 

Total: $3305 

Le Soucf Award Account 

SBV Bank Account $ 293 

Term Deposits due 

14.6.95 $1400 

24.11.97 $500 

Total: $2193 

Junior Encouragement Fund 

SBV Bank Account $ 104 

Term Deposit due 

24.11.97 $.300 

Total: $ 404 
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Membership 


Country 

70 

Metropolitan 

.36 

Student 

3 

Ufe 

3 

Associate 

5 

117 

Subscribers 

12 


Received (Endersby/New) 

Editor’s Report: Mali noted that only one article was in hand for the following issue and 

requested material as soon as possible. Despite the closing of Burnley 
campus, Mali’s postal address will remain at Burnley until the end of 
the year. 

Excursions: Nothing to report. 

General Business: 1. Nominations: 

Mr Frank Noelkea: Country membership 
Nominated by: F. Etouglas 
Seconded by: I. Endersby 

In accordance with the Society rules, the election will be held 
over until the following general meeting. 

Elections: 

Dr Robert Baird: Ordinary membership 
Ms Tina Wilson: Country membership 

There was a call for election by a show of hands. 

2. The President reminded members of the upcoming AGM and 
called for nominations for all positions. 

3. Daniel Dobrosak asked members for information on butterfly 
species at ML Hope district. Several members were able to 
provide information. 

4. Ken Walker told the meeting of the Museum's current insect 
exhibition 'Gargantuans from the Gardens" and noted a recent 
identification of a live queen green tree ant Oecophylla at 
Broadmeadows. 

The President thanked the guest speaker again and members for their attendance. The 
meeting closed at 9-40pm. 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 21 MAY 1993 


The President, R. Field, opened the meeting at 8.10pm. 


Present: 


Apologies: 


P. Carwardine, D. Dobrosalc, I. Endersby, R. Field, M. Hunting, 
M. Malipatil, B. Vardy, K. Walker. 

T. New. 


Minutes: Minutes of the March Council Meeting {Vic. Ent. 23(2): 23-24) 

were discussed. (Accepted Endersby/Malipatil). 


Correspondence: Detailed and received. (Vardy/Dobrosak) 

Treasurer’s Report; Financial Report to April 1993 was tabled. It showed a Forecast 
Balance of $2662 and an Actual Budget of $3121. Ian discussed the 
variance figures to explain the difTcrcnce and projected our assets to 
the end of the year. Report accepted EndersbyA^ardy. 


Editor’s Report; Mali noted that several articles were in hand though not sufficient to 
fill the issue. A change will be made to the postal return address on 
the envelope removing the name "Institute of Plant Sciences". Ross 
Field will print a new batch of envelopes. This will half the cost of 
purchasing and printing our envelopes commercially. 


Excursions: Nothing at present to report though several potential excursion sites 

were discussed. 


General Business: (1). Conservation Committee. Ross Field circulated a draft of the 

Operating Procedure and Terms of Reference for the Conservation 
Committee. It was discussed at length and a redraft will be circulated 
to councillors before the July Council Meeting with the view to 
adoption of the report. 

(2) . ENTRECS Committee. An amended draft of the Operating 
Procedures and Terms of Reference for the ENTRECS Committee was 
tabled and discussed. Mark Hunting (seconded by B. Vardy) proposed 
That the amended draft of the ENTRECS Terms of Reference and 
Operating Procedures be accepted." Unanimously passed. 

(3) . Ian Endersby bought to Council's attention a call for nominations 
for the Clunies Ross National Science and Technology Awards for 
1993. Since the closing date did not allow sufficient time for the 
Society to consider and propose a nomination, it was decided to refer 
the matter to the incoming Council to consider a nomination for the 
1994 awards. 

(4) . The following nominations for the 1993-1994 officer bearers were 
received: 

President: P. Carwardine 

Vice President: M. Hunting 
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Vice President: 
Hon. Secretary; 
Hon. Treasurer: 
Public Officer: 
Hon. Editor(s): 
Excursions Sec; 
Councillors: 

The meeting closed at lO.tOpm. 


B. Vardy 
Vacancy 
I. Endersby 
I. Endersby 
D. Dobrosak 
P. Carwardine 
M. Malipatil, T. New 


EDITORIAL 

We have worked together over the past year, and independently over earlier years in the 
editorial office, toward improving the general presentation and standard of our entomological 
bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist, without compromising its main purpose as a venue to 
encourage hobbyists and collectors to communicate their findings to this and subsequent 
generations. 

The Victorian Entomologist has come a long way since its humble beginnings under the title 
Wings and Stings some 27 years ago, for those long standing members who still subscribe, and 
can remember receiving them in the post!!?? This year we have seen a new face-lift for the 
Victorian Entomologist, with a pastel coloured card cover, bringing its appearance in line with 
more prestigious looking publications adorning library display shelves. It has been a significant 
improvement, one which has been met with the approval from both local and interstate 
members. 

During our editorship, the regular writers have continued their support, and we hope this will 
continue for the next editorial team. A variety of entomological topics have been covered in 
this volume but in the last few issues the ubiquitous butterfly notes and records have begun 
dominating once again. The relocation of one of us (Kclvyn) to Queensland late last year 
initially resulted in some hick-cups in communication and delays in manuscripts through the 
post, but these were quickly ironed out, and systems then ran as normal, with no issues 
arriving behind schedule. 

As a final thought we would like to thank all those who contributed in various ways to the 
bulletin, such as providing snippets and miscellanea for grapevine column, and in particular 
Alan Hyman for designing the new cover. We would also like to record our appreciation to 
the reviewers, particularly Ian Faithfull and Tim New for their time. 

We hope members have enjoyed the last 6 issues (1992-93) of the Victorian Entomologist and 
trust the supply of articles from both professional and amateur enthusiasts will be forthcoming 
enabling the bulletin to continue to provide this valuable outlet for amateur collectors and 
insect enthusiasts to publish their discoveries. 


Mali Malipatil and Keivyn Dunn 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (INC.) 
STATEMENT OF RECEIITS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1992 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 


INCOME Subscriptions: 


Member 1992 

1818 

Institute 1992 

197 

Member 1993 

733 

Institute 1993 

178 

Member 1994 

31 


Fee for Circular Distribution 25 

Interest 68 


3050 


EXPENDITURE 

Newsletter Costs 


Printing 

716 

Postage 

371 

Postage Regist. 

80 

Envelopes 

182 

Labels 

169 


1518 


Aust Ent Soc AfTiIiation 40 

Room & Projector Hire 258 

Stationery & Postage 42 

Speaker Entertainment 67 

Filing Fees 29 

Bank Taxes 10 1964 


SURPLUS For Year 1086 

Add Balance brought forward from 1991 1533 

2619 

Less Transfer to Fixed Deposit 200 

BALANCE carried forward to 1993 2419 
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LE SOEUF MEMORIAL FUND 

Interest Income 

187 

Less Award Expenditure 

16 

SURPLUS for Year 

171 

Add Balance brought forward from 1991 

638 


809 

Less Transfer to Fbted Deposit 

500 

Balance carried forward to 1993 

309 

JUNIOR ENCOURAGEMENT FUND 

Interest Income 

20 

Less Award Expenditure 

37 

DEFICIT for Year 

(17) 

Add Balance brought forward from 1991 

471 


454 

Less Transfer to Fixed Deposit 

300 

Balance carried forward to 1993 

154 


THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (INC.) 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AT 31 DECEMBER 1992 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 


Bank Account 

2419 

Fbced Deposit Stock 

200 

Editor’s Advance 

100 

Stock of Maps & Booklets 

40 


2759 


LE SOEUF MEMORIAL FUND 

Bank Account 309 

Fixed Deposit Stock 1900 


2209 
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JUNIOR ENCOURAGEMENT FUND 


Bank Account 
Fixed Deposit Stock 


154 

300 


454 


AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 


I have examined the accounts of the Society for the year ended 31 December 1992 and, in my 
opinion, the statemenU of receipts and payments for the year ended 31 December 1992, and 
the statement of assets at 31 December 1992, show a true and fair view of the Society’s 
activities and of its assets at the end of the year. 


J. O’Sullivan A.AS.A 
Honorary Auditor 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


The actions of the 1991 Council in reviewing subscription rates and expenditure for printing of 
the journal have reversed the deficit that was experienced last year. 

The apparently large surplus of J1086 in 1992 includes an amount of $942 for 1993 
subscriptions compared to prepaid subscriptions of $164 in the previous year. The effective 
surplus for the year, therefore, was approximately $300 and that is the level that we should 
expect if members are as punctual with their subscription payments in future years. This 
should provide a buffer against inflating costs for some time. 

At 31 December 1992 Membership stood at: 

Country 69 

Metropolitan 36 

Student 3 

Life 3 


Associate 


111 

5 


116 


Subscribers 


12 
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ADULT NECTAR PLANTS, A BIRD PREDATOR AND A NEW LARVAL FOOD PLANT, 
ACACIA MAIDENII (MIMOSACEAE), OF NACADUBA BIOCELLATA 
(LEPIDOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE) 


Ian Faithfull 

7/20 Adam Street, Burnley, Vic. 3121 


Abstract: Acacia maidenii F.Muell. is recorded as a foodplant for the larvae of Nacaduba 
biocellala biocellata (C.& R.FeIder)(Lcpidoptera: Lycaenidae) in Melbourne. Argentine Ants, 
Iridomyrmex humilis (Mayr)(Formicidae) might tend the larvae. Predation of adult butterflies 
by the Willy Wagtail, Rhipidura leucophrys (Latham) (Aves) is noted. The flowers of various 
plants used by adults as nectar sources are identified. 


Observations 

In average seasons Nacaduba biocellata, the Double-spotted Lineblue, is scarce or absent at 
Burnley, an inner eastern suburb of Melbourne. This summer it has been abundant. 
Thousands were noticed flying around a large flowering tree of Acacia maidenii F.Muell. in 
the Burnley Gardens on 3 February and examination of the flowers revealed the presence of 
numerous early to mid instar larvae. Trails of Argentine ants, Iridomyrmex humilis (Mayr) 
were noted running up and down the tree trunk and a Willy Wagtail, Rhipidura leucophrys 
(Latham), was capturing and eating the butterflies. Pupae were unsuccessfully sought on the 
trunk and in the leaf litter and grass at the base of the tree on the day of these observations. 
On 12 February no butterflies could be seen flying around this still flowering Acacia tree and 
another brief search failed to reveal pupae. Adults were again common elsewhere in the 
Gardens on 23 February, and several were seen on 26 February. On 15 March adults were 
present at a bed of ornamental flowering plants. The Acacia was still flowering but no 
butterflies could be seen flying around it. Alxiut IS metres away five adults were seen at rest 
close together about 1 m above the ground on an Artemisia (Astcraceae) shrub in a garden 
bed. One of these butterflies had crumpled wings and appeared to be newly emerged. 

During this period at Burnley adult N.biocellata were seen feeding at flowers of Chinese 
Privet, Ligustnim lucidum (Oleaceae), Sweet Bursaria, Bursaria spinosa Cav. (Pittosporaceae), 
tea tree, Leptospermum sp.. Heliotrope, Heliotropium arborescens (Boraginaceae), Blue Devil, 
Eryngium ovinum (Apiaceae), Purple-top Verbena, Verbena bonariensis (Verbenaceae) and 
Twiggy Daisy Bush, Olearia ramutosa (Labill.) (Asteraceae). 


Discussion 

Fisher (1978) illustrated the early stages of this lycaenid. Common & Waterhouse (1981) 
listed thirteen/fcucin species on which larvae had b^n found and Dunn & Dunn (1991) listed 
another three. A.maidenii is the seventeenth species on record, but as Dunn & Dunn pointed 
out it is likely that there are many others. For example the larval food plant at Yarra Bend 
(see Faithfull 1992) has yet to be identified. 

The food tree is an isolated, mature specimen of a species which occurs naturally in Victoria 
only rarely in the Orbost district (Costermans 1983). The usual flowering period is autumn- 
winter according to Costermans or May-July according to Rogers (1980), but there can be 
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little doubt about the species identification: the tree has a botanical name plate attached to its 
trunk and its form, foliage, flowers and fruit conform entirely with the description provided by 
Costermans (1983), and also with that of Willis (1972) except for the phyllode width, which 
averages about 7 mm, close to the minimum given by C^terroans. 

"Small black ants" are usually found with the larvae (Common & Waterhouse 1981, Fisher 
1978). Braby (1989) recorded Crematogasier sp. and Iridomyrmex sp. at Bundoora, a northern 
Melbourne suburb. The introduced /. humilis (Mayr) was found to be associated with another 
lycaenid, Ogyrii abrota Westwood, at Bundoora by Braby, who thought it may have displaced 
the native ants. Although no ant-tending was observed at Burnley, the absence of other ants 
from the Nacaduba infested tree at Burnley suggests that I.humilis might be fulfilling this role. 

Feeding by the butterflies in Melbourne has previously been recorded at flowers of Bursaria 
spinosa at Wattle Park (Braby & Berg 1987) and B.spinosa, Coloneaster glaucophyllus Franchet 
and Acacia implexa Bcnth. at Yarra Bend (Faithfull 1992). 

The Willie Wagtail is a generalist predator of small and medium sized flying insects, and 
several other butterflies have previously been recorded in its diet including Heteronympha 
merope (Fabricius) (Common & Waterhouse 1981), Tisiphone abeona (Donovan) (Morton 
1988), Euploea sp. (Brown 1988), Anaphaeis java leulonia (Fabricius) and Vanessa kershawi 
(McQjy) (Barker & Vestjens 1990). 


Acknowledgment 

I thank Kelvyn Dunn for improving the manuscript. 
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BIOLOGICAL, BEIIAVIOURAL, AND DISTRIBUTIONAL RECORDS 
OF SOME BUTTERFLIES FROM NEW SOUTH WALES 


Andrew Atkins 

9 Bathurst Street, Dudley, NSW 2290 


The following butterflies are recorded from various localities in New South Wales, mainly in 
1992-3. 


HESPERIIDAE 

Hasora khoda haslia Swinhoe. 

This skipper is now widely distributed through the coastal and near -coastal areas of the 
central coast of NSW. Larvae are found throughout the warmer months, stripping the young 
leaves of garden Wisteria, pupating between leaves of its host or any nearby plants. Adults 
over-winter in warm, damp, wooded gullies, where they keep active during sunny winter days. 

Euschemon rajjlesia rafflesia (W.S.MacIeay). 

Several larvae and pupae were found on Wilkiea in vine-scrubs and woodlands at Bruxncr 
park, Coffs Harbour. Some of the localities here are.marked for ‘development’. 

Chaetocneme beata (Hewitson). 

This crepuscular skipper is not uncommon throughout the central coast, but it is very local. 
Several larvae were found recently on Camphor Laurel at Wyong and in the Forster area. In 
the Hunter River area it occurs as far inland as Morriset, and to an elevation of 500 m. 

Trapezites symmomus symmomus Hubner. 

A common species throughout the region, particularly near the coast, where it is normally 
single-brooded, the larvae feeding on a wide variety of Lomandra species. The species also 
occurs in the mountains of the Barrington Tops area to a elevation of 1400 m. 

Trapezites iacchoides Waterhouse. 

This skipper appears to be restricted to montane areas in the Hunter River district, where it 
flies from November to January. Two males and a female were collected in January, this year, 
at the summit of Mt Allyn. 

Trapezites praxedes (Plotz). 

A locally common coastal and near-coastal species on the central coast, where it is found in 
the wetter mixed woodlands and heaths. Larvae can be found on a variety of soft Lomandra 
species, but mainly on Lobliqua. Eggs laid in October produce adults in March-April, and it is 
bivoltine to 400 m. Other populations that differ from the typical form (both adults, juveniles, 
foodplant and seasonality), occur at higher elevations in areas from the Barrington region to 
near Coffs Harbour and may represent a progression toward speciation in this taxon. 

Trapezites phigalia phigalia (Hewitson). 

Another locally common skipper, but it is restricted to dry heaths and mixed woodland, 
particularly near the coast. Larvae are found on several small species of Lomandra. Individual 
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females are non-discriminatory ovipositors on which ever Lomandra species they happen to 
approach. 

Toxidia andenoni (Kirby). 

This montane skipper was reared in 1992 from larvae feeding on Poa queenslandica C.E 
Hubbard growing at 1000-1100 m at Gloucester Tops. Additional larvae were found on the 
same foodplant ( a tall, straggling, broad-bladed grass) at Mt Allyn and Mt Royal at similar 
elevations in 1992 and 1993. These locations are all in the Barrington region. 

Telicola colon argeus (Plotz). 

Unlike the very similar T. ancilla and T. eurolas (which usually feed on Imperala and a tall 
swamp-bound sedge, respectively), the larvae of this species are consistently and solely found 
on Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. ex Steud. in saline wetlands, mangrove swamps and 
estuarine habitats along the central coast. There are at least two broods each year, the spring 
brood emerging earlier than other Telicola adults, following a unique four - month hibernation 
as final instar larvae. 

Telicola anisodesma Lower. 

I have recent new records of larvae from Swansea (Lake Macquarie) and from north of Pacific 
Palms. Adults were common at Bruxner Park (Coffs Harbour) in late March this year. 

Cephrenes augiades spenhias (Felder). 

At Dudley, in the early summer of 1992, I observed (9.30 am) a male drinking from droplets 
of its own anal exudations while it perched on the upper side of a garden shrub. 

Pamara naso sida (Waterhouse). 

A male was collected on the summit of Mt Sugarloaf, south-west of Newcastle on 21 January 
this year (1993). The previous southern record of the skipper is Port Macquarie, some 350 km 
north of this locality. 


NYMPHALIDAE 
Hypocysta euphemia Westwood. 

I found a freshly emerged male flying around a granite out-crop at Mt MacKenzie, near 
Tenterfield in late March this year. Other satyrids at this locality were Heteronympha banksi, 
H. merope, H. penelope and Geiloneura klup. 


LYCAENIDAE 
Lucia limbaria Swainson. 

I have recent autumn records from the coast at Seal rocks, and inland near Broke. 

Acrodipsas brisbanensis (Miskin). 

The five localities, near Newcastle, 1 have for this lycaenid are Cave’s Beach, Mt Sugarloaf, 
Munibung Hill, Fingal Bay and Dudley. In the latter two localities the species occurs in 
heathland formations, where the males hill-top on dunes. In the first four localities, A. cuprea 
is also present, but the species rarely shares the same perching areas as A. brisbanensis. It is 
generally more widespread and has a much longer flight season (August-April). Unlike A. 
brisbanensis, A. cuprea appears to be closely associated with another lycaenid Hypochrysops 
delicia. This is probably beouse they share the same ant-host (the late Llew Gooding told me 
several years ago that he once reared adults of the ‘orange-coloured ant-blue’ from an Acacia 
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branch containing pupae of H. delicia). 

Hypochiysops ignila (Leach). 

Although this butterfly is found localised on many hilltops in the Hunter Valley, colonies of its 
host-ant are normally discrete and difficult to find. 1 have recorded larvae of H. ignita on 
Acadd longifolia from Redland (now extinct) and in Munmorah National Park on dwarf 
species of Dodonaea (probably rhombifolia), both in mid-summer. 

Hypochrysops delicia (Waterhouse & Lyell). 

Eggs were observed in February 1992 at Fingal Bay, being oviposited in a conical pile on a 
leaf of Acacia binervia. These were reared at home at room temperatures. Larvae developed 
at different rates, and emerged as adults between 10 and 12 months later. 

Ogyris genoveva Hewilson. 

The genus Ogyrir is typically found in low rainfall areas (e.g. 7 species in the Upper Hunter 
district), however O. genoveva is found in localised situations along the central coast (I have 
records from Tea Gardens, Mt Sugarloaf, and Cave’s Beach). Colonies of larvae within 
Camponolus ant-nests at these localities are generally small and often under bark, rather than 
at the base of a tree, further inland, moderately larger colonies occur at Maitland, Belford, 
Bellbird, Pokolbin, Broke, Baerami, Denman and near Scone, where probably they are double- 
brooded. 

Ogyris iaruhis Waterhouse. 

A colony of this beautiful lycaenid is now extinct at Munibung Hill near Newcastle, due to 
successive bush-firing. However 1 reared an adult female from a locality west of Mt Sugarloaf. 
The host-ant {Froggaltella kirbyi) is not veiy common in the Lower Hunter Valley. 

Deudorix diovb Hewitson. 

Several males were observed on the summit of Mt Sugarloaf during April this year. 

Candalides heathi heathi (Cox). This species appears to be confined to seaside localities along 
the central coast, particularly on granite headlands, or conglomerate and sandstone cliff-tops, 
where a stunted form of Weslringia fmticosa grows. The butterfly probably occurred on the 
headlands at the mouth of the Hunter River during the first European settlement. It still is 
found to the north at Port Stephens, and recently I reared several adults from larvae and eggs 
found on IP. frulicosa at Munmorah, south of the city of Newcastle. C. heathi also occurs at 
Seal Rocks. 

Theclinesthes scinlillala (T.P.Lucas). Never common, this lycaenid can be found along the 
woodlands of the Central Coast. At Newcastle odd specimens can be found throughout the 
year, but mainly in winter, where they are more frequently seen on headlands, cliff-tops and in 
coastal gullies, flying near Acacia longifolia. In January this year I collected a male at Nelson 
Bay, Port Stephens, and in February a few males and females visited a lemon-scented Ti-tree 
in my garden. 
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THE EGG AND EGG-LAYING lUBlTS OF TRAPEZITES SYMMOMUS SYMMOMUS 
HUBNER (LEPIDOPTERA: IIESPERIIDAE) 


Michael F. Braby 

Department of Zoology, James Cook University of North Queensland, Townsville, Qld. 4811 


Abstract! The egg of Trapezites symmomus symmomus is briefly described and illustrated and 
notes are provided on oviposition sites. Eggs are apparently laid on bark and debris at or near 
the base of the food plant. The duration of the egg stage is about four weeks in autumn. 


Introduction 

I read with interest the recent observations made by Keivyn Dunn concerning the oviposition 
behaviour of Tmpeziles symmomus symmomus Hiibner in south-eastern Queensland (Dunn 
1993a). While watching a female on 7 December 1992 in the early afternoon he notic^ her 
lay two eggs at some distance from the host plant Lomandra longifolia Labill. 
(Xanthorrhoeaceae); one egg was laid on a concrete encasement while the other was laid on a 
piece of bark about 30cm from the nearest clump of Lomandra. Apart form these limited 
observations surprisingly little is known on the oviposition habits and related aspects regarding 
the morphology and biology of the egg of this common and widespread skipper. Aspects of 
the other stages and life cycle arc rather well known (e.g. Common and Waterhouse 1981). I 
therefore decided to document and summarise some of my own observations, made chiefly in 
eastern Victoria in 1987, and extract what I could from the literature. 

Common and Waterhouse (1981) described the egg as being “cream" and deposited on or near 
the food plant Waterhouse (1932) went slightly further and noted that eggs were “cream, 
dome-shaped; with faint vertical ribs" but provided no information as to where eggs arc laid. 
Rainbow (1907) illustrated a half eaten empty egg shell (p. 232), and described the egg as 
being “distinctly ribbed and sub-globulosc, 1.2mm high and 1.4mm broad". According to A. 
Atkins (in Dunn, 1993a), when eggs are laid on the host they are invariably placed on or 
between the spikes of the seed head. However, both Dunn and Waterhouse overlooked the 
pioneering work by Matthew (1888) who gave the following detailed account based on 
observations near Sydney (p. 184). “On February 28“, 1885, I watched a female as she was 
engaged in laying her eggs. She did not seem at all particular where she deposited them. The 
first was placed on the stem of the food-plant, about half-way down, the second upon a dead 
stem of the food-plant, the third upon a small twig near the root of the food-plant, the fourth 
upon a log of wood some distance off, the fifth upon a piece of dead fern, and the sbeth upon 
a dried bent. She then flew away. The young larva in most of these cases would have to 
wander for some distance to find its food." Both Rainbow and Matthew noted that the egg of 
T. symmomus was large in comparison to the size of the butterfly. Waterhouse (1932) and 
Common and Waterhouse (1981) commented that eggs laid in summer in central and southern 
New South Wales hatch before winter, but otherwise the development time of the egg stage is 
unknown. 


Observations 

On 20 April 1987, Ian Faithfull and I observed a large skipper (possibly female) fly rapidly 
over a patch of L. longifolia on the Goolengook River, approximately 8km NW of Club 
Terrace, eastern Victoria during the late afternoon. The skipper did not return so we were 
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unable to confirm its identity. However, close inspection of the Lomandra tussocks revealed 
four eggs and one first instar larva. The eggs looked rather freshly laid and were similar in 
appearance suggesting they were of the same species. Three of the eggs were attached singly 
to lose pieces of hark while the other was glued to a small twig. All eggs were located 
amongst the litter and debris which had collected around the base of two of the tussocks. The 
eggs and larva were collected and reared in captivity on L. longifolia near Melbourne. Only 
three of the eggs hatched, on 14, 15 and 17 May, giving a minimum embryonic duration of 24- 
27 days. Larvae from two of these eggs were reared to the pupal stage, taking 197 and 2.16 
days to complete larval development, but only one emerged (a female T. symmomus in late 
December) after completing 37 days in the pupal stage, thus confirming the species 
identification. 

Figures 1 and 2 depict one of the eggs drawn several days after collection in mid April. The 
eggs were initially pearl while but they soon changed to creamy white with dark reddish 
patches. They were dome shaped with 21 or 22 vertical ribs, and measured about 1.2mm 
diam. X 1.0mm high. 


Discussion 

There are now 12 documented instances of egg-laying in T. symmomus, if the oviposilion 
records of Matthew (1888) and Dunn (1993a) are combined with the four eggs reported here 
for eastern Victoria. Only 2 (16.7%) of these eggs were actually laid on the host. Although 
butterfly females invariably make mistakes and lay on incorrect or unsuitable host plants (e.g. 
Kitching and Zalucki, 1983), or even lay on non-host substrates, the high incidence of T. 
symmomus eggs on non-host objects (83.3%) suggest it unlikely that the individuals concerned 
were making an error by not laying on the host plant. Therefore, it would seem reasonable to 
conclude, even from the small samples, that female T. symmomus in fact prefer to oviposit on 
substrates near to, or in close proximity of, the host plant. In contrast to many other skippers 
which oviposit on the leaves of the larval host plant, there are no records of T. symmomus 
laying on the foliage of L. longifolia, and egg-laying on any part of the host in this species 
appears to be uncommon. 

Dunn (1993a,b) summarised the known egg-laying habits of Australian trapezitine skippers and 
noted that for a number of species in the genera Signeta, Toxidia and Anisynia, females also 
oviposit on debris near the base of the host plant. Thus the oviposition behaviour of T. 
symmomus does not seem to be peculiar to this species, or indeed to the genus Trapezites, but 
is apparently shared among a range of distantly related genera. By contrast, females of several 
other species oviposit on the host plant, and at least four species, viz. Trapezites luieus 
(Tepper) (Fisher 1978), Hesperilla malindeva Lower (Dunn and Manskie 1988), Proeidosa 
polysema (Lower) (Atkins 1973) and Neohesperilla senla (Miskin) (Braby unpubl. data), display 
the seemingly unusual habit of crawling in reverse down towards the base of the host before 
laying. In another species, H. flavescens flavescens Waterhouse, females descend to the base 
of the plant and lay on the blade near the basal sheath (Atkins and Dunn, 1986). I have also 
observed egg-laying in Hesperilla omata monolherma (Ixjwer): on 13 October 1991 at 1215 
hrs, a female was observed to deposit one relatively large greenish egg on the underside of a 
leaf (about mid way along the length) of the host plant, Gahnia sieberiana Kunth, at Paluma, 
north-eastern Queensland. However, no reverse crawling was observed in this instance. 

Perhaps the most intriguing question to be answered is why has such a diverse range of egg- 
laying habits evolved in this group of animals? This is especially relevant for the species which 
have ’decided’ not to oviposit on their hosts because this behaviour compels newly eclosed first 
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Figs 1-2. Egg of Trapezites symmomus symmomus from east Gippsland, Victoria: (1) lateral 
view, (2) dorsal view. Scale = 0.5 mm. 
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instar larvae to travel some distance in order to locate their food. It follows, therefore, that 
these larvae must have sufllcicnt energy reserves to avoid possible risk of starvation. This in 
turn may imply that females must produce relatively large eggs, if it is assumed that larvae 
from larger eggs have greater dispersal powers or better starvation endurance, and in this 
respect it is noteworthy that T. symmomus eggs are of a comparatively large size. Perhaps 
differences in levels of predation of eggs between the species has acted as a selective force, 
causing the apparent divergence in oviposition strategies within the subfamily. T. symmomus 
eggs appear to be relatively long-lived, my observations indicate an embryonic stage of at least 
3.5-4 weeks in autumn, and this could make them relatively more vulnerable to predators or 
parasites if they were left exposed on the host plant for a long time rather than being 
concealed amongst the leaf litter. Of course, it’s hard to know what came first; lay your eggs 
away from the host and be ’forced' to produce bigger ofispring, or produce larger eggs but not 
lay them on the host? Perhaps some clues might be gleaned by studying other members of tbe 
Irapezitinae, by comparing their egg sizes, egg duration and oviposition sites in relation to 
potential selective agents such as host plant quality and egg predation. 
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COURTSHIP BEHAVIOUR IN SUNIANA SUNIAS RECTIVITTA (MABILLE) 
(LEPIDOPTERA: HESPERIIDAE) 

Kelvyn L. Dunn 

Faculty of Environmental Sciences 
Griffith University, Nathan, Queensland 4111 


Introduction 

The orange dart, Suniana sunias (Felder), is a veiy common skipper butterfly with trvo 
recognised subspecies in Australia. The north-western subspecies sauda Waterhouse is less 
well known (nine sites only) but is probably abundant and widespread. The eastern subspecies 
rectivitta (Mabille) has an extended distribution ranging from the Torres Strait islands, 
Queensland to central New South Wales, and is known from at least 188 sites (Dunn unpubl. 
data). The sexes are easily distinguished by the presence of a sex brand in the male and its 
absence in the female, but without close examination after capture, or extensive experience 
with this group of darters, S. sunias is virtually impossible for the novice to differentiate 
certainly in the field from several other sympatric darter species and genera. In the southern 
part of its range, populations of S. sunias were formerly treated as subspecies nola 
(Waterhouse) (sec Common & Waterhouse 1981), but this division is not useful (Dunn & 
Dunn 1991). In the McPherson phytogeographic region [SE Qld & NE NSW] (see Dunn & 
Dunn 1991 p.59) adults are normally present throughout the year (Dunn & Dunn 1991 p. 
160), and undoubtedly the species is multivoltine in this region. The larvae feed on grasses, 
namely, Leersia hexandra (E)e Baar 1979, Dunn unpubl. data), Panicum maximum (De Baar 
1979), Paspalum urvillei (Common & Waterhouse 1%1) and Sorghum verticilliflorum (Dunn & 
Dunn 1991). Qn the Griffith University campus, at Nathan, 5. sunias is prolific in areas where 
L. hexandra. Swamp Rice Grass, grows. 


Observations 

At 1:40pm Eastern Standard Time (EST) on 31 December 1992, along Mimosa Creek at 
Nathan, a male S. sunias was perched on a grass blade, about 30-40cm above ground, in an 
area of filtered sunshine amongst degraded vine thicket. The male perched in a fashion fairly 
typical of most swifts and darters with his forewings partly opened (central angle varying 
between 60-90°) and hindwings opened nearly horizontally (about 160-170°). 

Within a short time a female of the species flew near the awaiting male. When the intruder 
was within about 40-60cm of his perch site the male speedily darted out to investigate her. 
Immediately the male appeared, the female skipper quickly settled on a nearby grass stem of 
L. hexandra, facing upward but not vertical. She commenc^ a rapid fluttering action with her 
wings, somewhat like that of a papilionid at a blossom, and during this procedure her wings 
repeatedly opened almost fully along a horizontal plane, then closed upright above her body. 
This flapping motion was so rapid that her wings, particularly the forewings, appeared as a 
blur. Simultaneously the male hovered in a rather slow, fluttery, circling [diameter 3cm] flight, 
about 2-4cm above the female for about six seconds. He then departed, and perched again on 
grass some 40cm distant, near or perhaps at the original perch site. The exact perch site 
amongst the dense grass was difficult to pin point after the male had departed. 
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After the male ended his courtship flight and had returned to perch, the female partially 
opened her wings, in a similar pose to the perched male, but her hindwing was not opened as 
fully. I then lent forward to inspect her forewings for the absence of the sex brand, which was 
confirmed, but in doing so I disturbed her. She took to flight, was reinvestigated by the same 
male, and the whole courtship process repeated. Once again, at the end of this session the 
female rested briefly. She flew again, and courtship was commenced a third time, after which 
the female remained settled with wings closed, a metre from the male’s perch, and did not 
attempt to fly again. I remained observing her for a few minutes before leaving the area. 

The weather at the time of these observations was mostly fine, with short periods of cloud 
cover, and with a temperature of 30° Celsius. 


Discussion 

The pattern on the hindwing beneath, and the character of the sex-brand on the forewing of 
the perched adult confirmed the species and sex of the male without any need to interfere 
with him. The familiar adult stance recorded above was earlier described by Lyonns (1988) in 
the hesperiine, Cephrenes augiades spenhias, but the hindwing angle was determined to be 
slightly more acute in this species (140°). At other times, however, males of S. sunias have 
been observed with wings closed for varying periods, so this commonly seen wing position is 
not always adopted in perching adults of this and other hesperiincs. 

On this occasion an oviposition or emergence site, rather than a landform or foraging area, 
was selected by the male for the purpose of territorial and mate-locating behaviour. Lyonns 
(1988) indicated that territorial and courtship behaviour in C. augiades occurred in palm 
gullies, implying that oviposition or emergence sites were selected by this hesperiine for such 
behaviour. In contrast, Toxidia peron, a trapezitine skipper is known to select foraging sites 
for this activity (Dunn 1992). Apart from these few records, little or possibly no other 
information is available concerning site selection in Australian skippers. 

The male 5. sunias was unsuccessful in wooing the female on each of his three attempts, and 
her fluttering wings evidently signalled refusal, supported by the male's quick departure. 
Although of a differing form, rapid wing movement was observed by Dunn (1992) to signal 
refusal in T. peron, and Atkins (1988) reported this to be a general negative signal among 
various unspecifled Australian skippers. Lyonns (1988) stated that mated C. augiades females 
also gave clear refusal signals but no specific details were given. 

Each time the female attempted to depart, which was about a minute or so after the courtship 
had taken place, the male recommenced his courtship flight as soon as she was sighted. It 
seems the male had already forgotten the prior attempt, or perhaps did not recognise her as 
the same individual he had previously investigated. The tendency for the female to remain 
settled after signalling is presumably to allow the male time to return to his territory, which 
frequently could be up to several metres away, but in this instance his territory was so close 
[within half a metre] that she could not depart without being detected and reinvestigated. She 
would probably have had to make repeated attempts of escape, which most likely occurred 
during his absence, whilst he challenged another passing insect, a fairly regular occurrence 
during territory maintenance. Lyonns (1988) noted that males of C. augiades also return to 
their perches when the courted females rejected them. 
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Successful and unsuccessful mating attempts by T. peron were described by Atkins (1988) and 
Dunn (1992), respectively. A general account of courtship, oviposition and territorial 
behaviour in C. augiades with reference to behaviour of overseas hcsperiids was given by 
Lyonns (1988). Mating details, comparative to T. peron, were also given for Anisynta cynone 
gunneda by Atkins (1988). 
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NEW LARVAL HOST RECORDS AND COMMENTS ON THE VARIATION 
IN SOME QUEENSLAND BUTTERFLIES 


Peter J. Fox 

170 Denham Street, Rockhampton, Qld 4700 


Eurema hecabe phoebus (Butler) 

Over past few years, I have noticed that one of my garden shrubs Acacia sp. with bipinnate 
foliage like A. decurrens had been completely defoliated by an unknown insect. I subsequently 
noticed small bright yellow butterflies ovipositing on the fine leaves, which after capture 
proved to be Eurema hecabe phoebus (Butler). The number of eggs deposited in thirty minutes 
by two of these butterflies was in excess of sixty. 

Euptoea core corirma (W. S. Macleay) 

In the host compilation by Dunn & Dunn (1991), one of the food plants listed for this 
butterfly is Trachelosperrmm sp. I have found this species breeding on Trachelospemum 
jasminoides in southern Queensland. 

Polyura sempronius sempronius (Fabricius) 

In early December at Point Vernon (suburb of Hervey Bay), I noticed a pupa of this species 
on Ficus coronata. Above the bush was an eucalypt tree shading the shrub, apart from the fig 
and the eucalyptus there were no trees for at least 20-.10 metres. It was interesting to find this 
species on this fig, it is not a known foodplant according to Dunn & Dunn (1991), and the 
pupal presence seemingly implicates it as the larval host. 

Philiris irmolata innotata (Miskin) 

During 1992, I collected more larvae of this species at Hervey Bay (see Fox 1992), and due to 
the prolonged rain, the food plant which usually loses its leaves to cope with the dry spell, 
failed to lose its leaves this year. Among the specimen bred, I noticed a few females which 
resembled the northern race, supporting the findings by Dunn & Dunn (1991). Dunn & 
Dunn’s distribution of these two races, indicates they approach each other very closely, being 
separated by only a small distance (Sarina to Yeppoon). As I have just moved to central 
Queensland, 1 will try to find intervening Icx^alities, and presumably show that they comprise a 
continuous distribution. 
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A NEW LOCALITY FOR LIBYTHEA GEOFFROY NICEVILLEI OLIFF 
IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND 


Peter J. Fox 

170 Denham Street, Rockhampton, Qld 4700 


During the first few weeks of my term at the University of Central Queensland, I asked 
Kcivyn Dunn for a list of places to collect around Rockhampton, since he had recently 
published a book with his father, “Review of Australian Butterflies', which involved the 
collation of much distribution data, and had, himself, collected in the area on a few occasions. 
Later I received the list, and one of the placed recommended was Nankin Creek, 16 km ENE 
of Rockhampton. As I had the afternoon off on Wednesday 10 March 1993, 1 took a trip out 
to the Nankin causeway. The afternoon was still quite hot, I presumed that there would not be 
many butterflies flying, but to my amazement, there were quite a number flying. This area is 
very poor in rainforest vegetation, and mainly consisting of dry and bare farmland. 

After twenty sweltering minutes in the cloudless heat, I observed, feeding at flowering lantana, 
a species I had not come in contact with before. After netting it, it was obviously a Australian 
beak (Ubythea geoffroy niceviUei) and in good condition. From memory, I recalled that this 
species had it southernmost limit at Yeppoon (42 km NE of Rockhampton) and that my site 
was a range extension. 

After setting it, I referenced what I could find on this rare species. Common & Waterhouse 
“Butterflies of Australia' 1972 edition stated that this species has been reported from Magnetic 
Island near Townsville. The later edition of 1981 stated the same except that it had since been 
taken at Yeppoon. Both these records were considered unconfirmed. An early article written 
by Andrew Atkins in 1976, gave locations and a list of many species he found in southern, 
central and northern Queensland, but did not record this species. More recently, Johnson & 
Valentine (1989), who discovered the life history, stat^ that “The eastern Australian 
subspecies L g. nicevillei Oliff has rarely been encountered.' Dunn & Dunn (1991), accepted 
the Yeppoon record but thought it possibly a vagrant to central Queensland. 

My specimen is now the second capture of this species in central Queensland, and is 30 km 
WSW of the southern most known locality. 1 believe I saw another flying further up the 
stream but I was unable to catch it. It had the same distinctive flight behaviour as the one 
captured, so there is little doubt as to its identity in my mind. 

The presence of two adults at this locality suggests the species is a resident and not a vagrant 
to central Queensland as Dunn & Dunn thought. 
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BURNLEY CLOSES 

Following a recent review, major changes are being implemented in the Victorian 
Departments Institute of Plant ScieiKes; these changes will have profound effect on the 
functioning of the Entomology section of the Institute. 

On April 6 th, the Department Secretary and the Chief Scientist announced that, effective 
immediately, the IPS would be refocussed and renamed the Institute for Horticultural 
Development (IHD). In essence, the new institute will be structured on the basis of 
horticultural industries rather than on scientific disciplinc.s. It will consist of four "industry 
programs’ (fruit, vegetables, omamentab and potatoes), with a cross-work of four "function" 
groups, of which Plant Health (including entomology, virology, mycology and ncmatology) b 
one. 

The new institute b to be based at the Department’s Knosfield site, about 28 km cast of the 
Melbourne GPO. Two of the four campuses of the former IPS (Burnley Gardens and 
Frankston) will be vacated and sold. The campus at Toolangi (60 km NE of Melbourne) will 
be upgraded to become the National Potato Improvement Centre. Scientbts with interests in 
the IHD industry programriKS wll be relocated to Knoxllcld (or Toolangi) in the next few 
months. Scientbb with expertise in pastures or field crops but who do not wbh to immediately 
move to the regional Pastoral & Veterinary Institute. Hamilton (260 km from Melbourne) or 
the Institute for Dryland Agriculture, Horsham (280 km from Melbourne) are also entitled to 
relocate to Knoxfield. However, "as vacancies arbe", positions and financial resources 
associated with these industries will be transferred to these institutes. 

Entomology as a dbcipline b not being maintained and the section will be dbbanded. It b 
intended to eventually have a complement of entomologists at each of the large, regional 
institutes. The Burnlt^ entomologisb feel that the fragmentation of the group, along with the 
move to inferior facilities at Knoxfield, may seriously hamper the achievement of project goab 
and damage our reputation with industry. Also the future of the Biosystematics Unit, which 
hou^ not only the Victorian Agricultural Insect Collection but abo part of the Australian 
National Plant Diseases Herbarium, and has a staff of four, has not been decided yet. 

M. Malipatil and A. Henderson 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (INC.) 
ENTRECS COMMITTEE 


1. Background 

The ENTRECS scheme is an ongoing data collection programme of the Entomological Society 
of Victoria to collect and store records of Victorian insects. The scheme, which was developed 
by Nigel Quick, was initially established in 1975 to record distribution data, but may be readily 
expanded to include 

* seasonal fluctuation in emergence patterns 

* plotting of migratory paths 

* relationship with flora distribution 

* plotting of visual distribution maps 

* compilation of a census of identifiable insects in the State 

The scheme has been developed so that it may be extended to all States of the 
Commonwealth, and to any field of zoology. 

In October 1976, the first distribution map was produced of the Satyrine butterfly Oreixenica 
lalhoniella herteus. This was the combined effort of distribution data from approximately 
twenty reference collections. 

In 1986, the Society published the "Preliminary Distribution Maps of Butterflies of Victoria". 
This included distribution maps of 108 species of butterflies in the State. 

Work has also progressed on other insect taxa such as the Buprestidae - Jewel Beetles. 

2. ENTRECS Committee 

The Committee will consist of the Convenor and at least two members of the Society as 
appointed by Council in July each year. 

A minimum of two Committee members must be involved in any correspondence, or in any 
recommendation to council. 

3. Terms of Reference of Committee 

To compile and maintain a list of all known insects in Victoria by collecting data from all 
possible sources, compiling the data in appropriate form and disseminating the results to 
approved users, and by liaising with persons or bodies with similar aims. 

4. Operating Procedures of the Committee 

4.1 Anange for the collection of the data, the format and the contents of the data, and 
the sources from which it should be requested. 

4.2 Arrange for the storage of the data and its use to produce appropriate output. 

4.3 Decide on the use of the output (e.g. distribution maps). 

4.4 Make appropriate arrangements with the suppliers of data and the users of output. 

4.5 Liaise with other bodies who use relevant procedures and equipment (e.g. computers 
and software). 

4.6 Prepare relevant publications (e.g. map booklets). 

4.7 Hold at least one meeting per year, and others as necessary. 

4.8 Liaise with the Conservation Committee to provide data. 

4.9 Report to the May Council meeting on the year’s activities. 
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5. Release of Data 

Information is to be released on the basis that it is not to be used directly for resale and 
financial gain. 

Under no circumstances are the raw data (and in particular specific localities) to be released. 


ON THE GRAPEVINE 

Peter Fox has been exploring habitat in the Rockhampton area, and has obtained some small 
lycaenids and skippers new to his collection. Peter hopes soon to hike into the rainforested 
sections on Mount Archer and nearby hills in order to investigate their butterfly fauna. He 
said he had made a few preliminary visits to Yeppoon in order to find likely sites for the rarer 
rainforest dwellers, which may be present in a better season; central Queensland is presently 
in severe drought. Later in the year he anticipates another collecting trip to Townsville, just 
in time to catch up with Michael Braby before Michael returns to Victoria. Peter also 
mentioned that a few common grass yellows {Ewrtma hecabe) had recently been ovipositing on 
Leucaena leucocephala, an ornamental shrub which he has growing amongst numerous other 
larval hosts planted in his parents' garden at Pialba. (Perhaps secondary rainforest may be a 
better term than 'garden’ll? - Eds) 

Ray Manskie has been busying himself cultivating host plants for various local nymphalid 
butterflies, and is presently rearing a few local swallowtails. He has not done much collecting 
of late, apart from a disappointing trip to Ballina in search of fritillaries. Ray reported having 
establish^ several small Arislolochia vines in pots for his garden in Maryborough; 
unfortunately for the Richmond Birdwing, a century too latell? 

In his limited spare time, northern member, Terry Woodger, has been continuing his insect 
surveys in the Sclwyn area of central inland Queensland, and reported finding a probable new 
species of cicada. He has also turned up a few more interesting inland butterfly records which 
he hopes to write up for the bulletin in due course. 

In late autumn Keivyn Dunn travelled to Rockhampton to investigate the nr^vly discovered 
population of the rare Australian Beak butterfly in conjunction with the ANPWS threatened 
butterflies project With several adults having now been seen, and accompanied by local 
collector Peter Fox, the discoverer of the colony (see article by Fox in this issue), many hours 
were spent together searching for adults and the host plant (Celtis paniculata) along the creek, 
and over a distance of several kilometres. Despite the drought and slightly less than perfect 
weather, 35 butterfly species were still evident in the degraded riparian habitat, but no 
sightings of the elusive Beak were made on this occasion, nor apparently did there seem to be 
any Celtis trees growing in the general area. Explanations seem to be lacking! 
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